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Harrisonburg Community Health Center Dental Clinic Raises Oral Health Awareness in June 
(Harrisonburg, VA – May 30, 2019) – With grant support from the Virginia Health Care Foundation, Harrisonburg 

Community Health Care Center (HCHC) is raising awareness about the importance of good oral health during the 

month of June. 

A healthy mouth is a vital part of a person’s overall health and well-being. Good oral health improves a person’s 
ability to speak, smile, smell, taste, touch, chew, swallow, and make facial expressions to show feelings and 
emotions. When good oral health care is neglected, results can diminish those basic abilities and lead to any of the 
following: 

 Dental caries (tooth decay) 

 Periodontal (gum) diseases 

 Oral and facial pain 

 Oral and pharyngeal (mouth and throat) cancers 

 Xerostomia (dry mouth) 

 Significant pain and disability. 
 

According to the American Dental Association, Americans have seen significant improvement in oral health over the 
past 50 years. Most of the gains are a result of effective educational prevention and treatment efforts. However, some 
Americans do not have access to preventive programs and are therefore at greater risk for rates of oral diseases. As 
a federally qualified healthcare center (FQHC), Harrisonburg Community Health Center Dental Clinic lessens those 
risks by providing affordable, accessible dental care for all ages, regardless of a patient income or insurance status, 
through a Sliding Fee Discount Program.  
 
Grant support from the Virginia Health Care Foundation has enabled HCHC to provide additional staffing and support 
to meet the growing dental needs of patients in our community. Additionally, this generous funding has supported 
educational programming for the community about good oral self-care practices, such as brushing with fluoride 
toothpaste, daily flossing, and seeking regular professional treatment for the entire family.  
 
About Virginia Health Care Foundation: The Virginia Health Care Foundation is a non-profit public/private 

partnership with a mission to increase access to primary health care for uninsured and medically underserved 
Virginians. The Foundation was initiated by the General Assembly and its Joint Commission on Health Care in 1992. 
Since its inception, it has led private sector outreach and enrollment activities for state-sponsored health insurance 
and funded 407 community-based projects throughout the Commonwealth. Its programs and partnerships have 
touched the lives of more than 700,000 uninsured Virginians. For more information about VHCF, visit www.vhcf.org or 
call (804) 828-5804. 

About Harrisonburg Community Health Center (HCHC): Founded in 2007, the Harrisonburg Community Health 

Center’s (HCHC) mission is to provide quality, affordable healthcare to our diverse community. As a nonprofit health 
care organization, HCHC seeks to ensure that affordable, high quality primary health care services are made 
available to all residents of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County, including family medicine, pediatrics, behavioral 
health, women’s health, dental services and HIV/AIDS care management. HCHC provides care at three locations in 
the Valley: the Main Clinic on Little Sorrel Drive in Harrisonburg; the clinic at Virginia Mennonite Retirement 
Community in Harrisonburg; and the HCHC clinic in Elkton. With donor support and as a federally qualified health 
center (FQHC), HCHC makes health care possible for a wide range of individuals and families that would not 
otherwise have access to quality medical care. HCHC strives to be a “medical home” for its patients so that health 
and well-being are a priority in our community. HCHC accepts most major insurances and offers discounts to its 
patients based on household income. All are welcome to choose HCHC as their medical home! For complete 
information log on to www.hburggchc.org. 
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